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Thank you Mr. Chairman,

your Excellencies and Partners,

distinguished Delegates,

Allow me to take this opportunity, as parliamentarian and European President of the Global Parliamentarians on Habitat, to thank UN-Habitat for the important and valuable work you are carrying out for the people in our urban areas.

I would like to congratulate you on the success of the Governing Council in this year. 

It is the right concept, to involve the parliamentarians, local authorities and the private sector more strongly in the Habitat process.

I would like to encourage you to show determination in continuing along this part. We will only succeed, of we all, as actors pull in the same direction.
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Further I would like to say: The regions of our world are developing at very different speeds and in very different ways.

Therefore it is prudent, if we all press for decentralisation and strengthening of local authorities, for subsidiarity and autonomy of local authorities more than ever before.

In addition to efficient decentralisation and autonomy of local authorities, financial autonomy, is a requirement. For that reason, I fully support the guidelines initiated by the local authorities !

The main problems can be found in the cities. And only the cities will be in a position to solve these problems.

More than 50% of the world’s population live in urban areas. Due to population growth and an unprecedented wave of migration from the countryside, over 50 million people and rising – equivalent to the population of France – are now added to the world’s cities and suburbs each year.
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In developing countries, the number of urban dwellers is increasing by 180,000 people every day.

Meeting the needs of the urban poor is, without a doubt, one of the greatest humanitarian challenges of this century.

Around one billion people – no one knows the exact figure – live in slums and are struggling for their survival every day. They quickly “fall into the crime trap”, as Klaus Töpfer put it, “driven by profound despair and the exhausting feeling of having nothing left to lose”.

In addition to terrible poverty, many urban areas are facing the problem of severe environmental pollution. If we simply look on and fail to act, entire cities will be swamped by slums.

There are also the challenges linked to climate change. Rising sea levels and floods primarily affect those urban areas where poor people live.
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Human-induced climate change can only be countered in cooperation – in cooperation with cities, planners, architects, engineers and the private sector. We need more public private partnership ! We therefore need a radical re-think in urban planning and building design.

Allow me now to draw your attention to a project, which we as European Global Parliamentarians on Habitat have initiated: This HABITAT-Project is of paramount importance to us as parliamentarians.

In Istanbul at the HABITAT II conference in 1996, 171 states committed themselves to implementing the goals and principles enshrined in the Habitat-Agenda into their respective national laws. The Habitat-Agenda is as relevant today as it was 10 years ago.

The advocates of the Habitat-Agenda must now ask themselves whether their adoption of the Agenda had has any impact. Have the participating countries taken action to implement the principles enshrined in the Agenda ?
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One – if not the key – means of implementation is the Agenda´s incorporation into national legislation.

The European Global Parliamentarians on Habitat would like to know whether and how this goals and principles are being reflected in better legislation, in better laws.

With the support of the Federal Republic of Germany we therefore initiated a comparative study examining national legislation in five European countries – Finland, the Netherlands, Romania, Turkey and Germany – to determine where the goals of the Habitat Agenda had been taken up and where they had not.

The results were very informative, and we are keen to continue the project.

Such a study we would like to be able to increase the pressure on national parliaments to take into account the goals agreed in the Habitat Agenda during the legislative process. It would be wonderful if as many countries as possible were to participate.
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I firmly believe that the future of our planet will be determined in urban areas. We must therefore do everything we can to create the best conditions to ensure that urban dwellers have a future that is worth living.

Thank you very much for listening.
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